Pharmacists' perceptions of mental health care, psychiatrists, and mentally ill patients.
The attitudes of hospital pharmacists in Texas toward mental health care, psychiatrists, and mentally ill patients were evaluated. The pretested survey instrument contained 33 statements, which the respondents graded on a five-step Likert scale. These questionnaires were mailed to a random sample of 300 pharmacists. In general, the 170 respondents perceived psychiatrists and mentally ill patients in a positive manner. The psychiatrist was viewed as a true professional with legitimate expertise, and mentally ill patients were considered to be basically similar to normal individuals, generally rational, nondangerous, and without blame for their disease. The pharmacists showed more negative attitudes toward hospitals for mentally ill patients. They supported statements that depicted mental hospitals as understaffed, too drug oriented, and at times insensitive to individual needs. The surveyed hospital pharmacists generally demonstrated healthy, unprejudiced views toward psychiatrists and mentally ill patients; however, their attitudes toward mental hospitals were skewed in the negative direction.